532                     AN UNFINISHED NOVEL
and piety, of good and great works, and of some names are even illustrious, binds them to the sacred soil by local spell which is one of the most powerful influences over kind.
Mr. Falconet was the head of one of the most conside of these families. His father, an East Indian director, been an intimate friend and companion of Mr. Wilberforce, lived in his immediate neighbourhood and who was the godf of his son. He had supported Mr. Wilberforce in all his ; enterprises with his purse as well as his personal energy, son, Mr. Wilberforce Falconet, had married, according tc Clapham custom, at an early age, a young lady who live Lavender-hill, and whose father was another friend of Wilberforce. Even in the enthusiastic world in which she born, the bride was remarkable for the exaltation of her i She was the founder of many institutions and the soul oj Schools and hymns and Bible classes and tract distributions industrial homes engrossed her life. But she was pretty, Wilberforce Falconet lost his heart to her. He himself < sympathized with all her pursuits and purposes, and had deed, been born and bred in a similar religious and inora mosphere to her own. This, however, did not prevent him having the reputation of being a first-rate man of business. deed, he was sometimes thought to be a little too sharp ii transactions, in which a fuller and larger degree of Chri forbearance, some intimated, might be desirable. As it at the head of one of the most considerable East India ho he succeeded, on the death of his father, to a large realized tune and was so wealthy that he need not have been app by the large family of both sexes which the pretty and thusiastic partner of his life had presented to him.
It was not the thirty thousand pounds with which he dowed each of his daughters when they married that was sole or even principal cause of their soon quitting the pat roof.    It was really the custom of  the county;  and as were all pretty, like their mother, and full of enthusiasm, quickly captivated young gentlemen of the neighbourhood, were generally about the same age and yielded to the ble spell of religious devotion, female charms, and the most fortable and piously luxurious  domestic  establishment  in whole neighbourhood.
The sons, though stalwart youths, had not inherited the mien   of  their  mother.    They  resembled,   and   strongly, other parent, who, it was the custom to aver, was descended                                      |liamrntary hand of nndisj)ut(id eminence^ l.riUianri  MilTered M.IIU* tlimintition ; the crisp literary
